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October  16, 2008
Greetings Waverider Family!

As the new CRST Booster Board President, I wanted to usher  in the Short Course Season,  and make sure you are aware of some events and changes.  First of all please be sure to attend the Team Social on October 24 from 6:30-9:00 p.m. in the gym at Bally’s.  We have a lot of fun planned for the evening, including games for the younger swimmers, lead by our Senior and Gold group swimmers.  We’re encouraging all to come in costume, and there will be a photography station set up for all the ghosts and goblins to remember the night.   Pizza will be provided by the Boosters, and there will be awards handed out from the coaches for Long Course Season accomplishments.  

This is a Waverider community event, and it is my and the rest of the Board’s desire to continue to build this sense of community by bringing all swimmers and families together, whether it be on the pool decks of meets, or in socials such as this one.  We’re asking each family to bring something to this event – if your last name begins with A-M, please bring beverages; if your last name begins with N-Z, please bring desserts.  There will be a few fundraisers occurring during the event – photos will be available for $1.00 apiece,  tickets to participate in a cake walk will be available for $.25 apiece, and other simple and inexpensive ways to cover the costs of the event, so please come with a little cash.
One of the reasons I am sending this letter via the USPS is because we are consistently hearing that people don’t know what is going on, that there has been insufficient communication about events.  We can’t really afford to utilize this way very often, and so I’d like to encourage every one of you to utilize any or all of our three mechanisms to stay informed:

1. Visit our website on a routine basis.  Darlene keeps it updated with Swim Team information, while I’ll be covering the Booster activities.  You can access the website easily at  www.crstwaveriders.com.

2. Make sure we have your email address!  Periodically the Board members will send out emails to our distribution to keep you informed of upcoming events and ways that you can get involved.

3. If you want nothing to do with the ‘clicks’, then please visit the ‘bricks’ – come out on the pool deck once a week and check to see what is distributed on the table and what is posted on the white board.

Please make sure you stop by the parent info table at the Social, so that we can ensure we have all your contact information.  We’ll also share with you our plans for keeping track of your volunteer hours.
Last but not least, it is important to understand the Columbia River Swim Team and the CRST Boosters are two different entities going forward.  Checks made out for your monthly swim team fees or dues should be made out to CRST LLC and deposited on the pool deck in the locked box, or sent to the address indicated in your invoice.  Swim meet fees should also be made out to CRST LLC.
Donations and related fundraiser monies should be made out to CRST Boosters, which is a nonprofit, and therefore in most cases, should be considered tax deductible.  Our new address is:

CRST Boosters

PO Box 872066
Vancouver WA 98687-2066
We have a great season ahead of us, and the Social is a great way to kick it off.  If you have any questions in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to contact me via my email at hkoneill@msn.com
.

Go Waveriders!
Kathy O’Neill

CRSTB President (and Proud Swim Mom!)
