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Swim for Fun(ds) 2009






 May 9, 2009 – 7 am-2pm

It is time once again for our annual Swim-For-Fun(ds). This has always been an important fundraiser for our team, but this year it is even more essential that all Waveriders participate.  We came into our fiscal year low on funds, and then subsequently had a very successful – and therefore expensive – Short Course season.  Relays for all of our meets, including East Metro, State A’s and Sectionals, come at a high price, coupled with the travel expenses for our coaches to attend the meets out of town.  No coach on deck – no swimmer in the water – it’s as simple as that.  We also have the expense for Mt. Hood Community College pool time, which the Boosters cover every summer.  This is an opportunity for our swimmers to practice in a 50 meter pool, which is necessary to compete in some of our summer meets.  There are other operating funds, such as equipment, that we have budgeted for and need to be prepared to cover this year as well.  And it would be kind of nice to sponsor a real end-of-season social that doesn’t require people bringing their own food!
For the 2009 event we have targeted to raise $5500 with our Swim for Fun(ds), and ask that every swimmer participate and attempt to raise a minimum of $55.00.   

This year our Swim for Fun(ds) will be held as a sanctioned USA Swimming Swim-a-thon event, with 5% of our profit being returned to USA Swimming.  What we will get out of this relationship tools for carrying out our event and every participant will receive a certificate of participation from USA Swimming.  Every participant who completes 100 laps or 200 lengths receives a Swim-a-Thon® pin. For every individual participant who earns $500 or more there is also a tiered award system (awards coming from USA Swimming).
With the Swim for Fun(ds) each athlete is asked to gather pledges from neighbors, family, friends, teachers, etc.  Pledges can either be based on the number of lengths swum (USA Swimming sets the maximum at 200 lengths) or set for a fixed amount. Pledges need to be collected by May 8.  On the day of the Swim for Fun(ds), as swimmers check in they will turn in a pledge card, which is an approximation of how much they will raise, based on what has been pledged and how many lengths they are targeting to swim.  Each level will be scheduled for when they will have the pool for 1.5 to 2 hours, and swimmers from that level will need to sign up for a lane to swim their lengths for 30 minutes at a time.  Two swimmers will share a lane (side by side, not circle swim).  Parents, siblings and friends will be needed for every lane, every hour, to be length counters for the swimmers in the water.   *Length counting can apply towards your volunteer hours.*  At the conclusion of the swimmer’s final time in the pool, s/he will be given a completion card with the actual number of lengths completed, total amount due, and when the money is due back, including instructions on how and where to send in their funds raised.  After the Swim for Fun(ds) is complete, participants collect their pledges and turn the money in.  If we’re successful in getting outside sponsorship for this event, we may be able to offer our own prizes to the top fundraisers.
This year our Swim for Fun(ds) will be held on Saturday, May 9, from 7 am to 2 pm in the outdoor pool at Ballys.   If a swimmer cannot attend that day, there will be a make-up day which will be announced at a later date.   We want this to be a fun day and have a party atmosphere, as you’ll notice from the schedule.  We also see opportunistic fundraising with food sales, particularly with the Ballys club members, which has been given the green light by Tommy.  
The proposed schedule for the day will be:

· 7-9 a.m.  Seniors/Gold in the pool

· 8-10a.m. Pancakes Breakfast on deck for sale (free to swimmers); encourage Club members to come in and buy too  

· 9-11 a.m. Silver in the pool

· 10-2  Ongoing Activities - t-shirt tye-dying and volleyball tournament (kids sign up ahead of time, and can trade off and on with their lanes or play after they've swam)

· 11-1 p.m.  Bronze/pre-comp in the pool

· 1-2 p.m.  Make-up; couldn't make the other times

· 11-2  Hot dogs and hamburgers or burritos and quesadillas on deck for sale  (free to swimmers)
As you can see we’ll need plenty of volunteers, both to plan the day as well as be there for all the activities (and yes this counts towards your volunteer hours!).  Please plan on signing up to help in some manner.  We look forward to another Swim for Fun(ds) and encourage you all to help the Boosters by taking part.
Sincerely,

Kathy O’Neill

President

CRST Boosters

